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OCT 3 1 ^^78 

REF: 1|E-EB 

Mr. C, Prank Harscher, U I 
Secretary 
Commcxrwealth of Kentucky 
Department for Natural Resources and \ 

EnvircMimental Protection 
Office of the Secretary 
Frankfort, Kentucky i».0601 

Dear Mr. Harscher: 

Thank you for your letter dated October l8, 1979, expressing your 
ccaicem about the emeigency treatment system in the "Valley of the 
DnaM." Accordingly, I have discussed this inatter with Mr. Smith 
and others on our staff. Mr, Smith's letter to Mr. Amett on 
September 7 was stating our intent to terminate the Environmental 
Protection Agency's (ERV's) and the United States Coast Guard's 
involvement as an emergency under Section 311 of the Clean Water 
Act, only. This terminating event was discussed here in Atlanta 
by members of your staff early in the sujmer; actually, it was a 
planned happening throughout the emergency phase of the problem. 
Later, Mr. Smith spoke with Mr. Dan Dolan of your staff who in­
dicated that state funds probably could be made available to sifl5)ly 
maintain the system but that he had to have the cosrrect dates of 
EEA's termination. 

The caily way Section 31l(k) funds could be reinstituted in the 
"Valley of the Drums" at this time would be for you to notify us 
that there was an 'imminent and substantial threat that hazardous 
•ubstances could reach the waters of the Iftilted States in quantl» 
ties harmful to public health and welfare," or if we had another 
spill episode. 

Frank, at this point, Fedei^l funds have been uaed to establish the 
system, completely rechar§^ it twice, install drainage and re-
excavate influent ditches at a cost exceeding $300,000. These 
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i&easures were taken such that only minlwnw expfloditurec for aaiate-
BHOce by the State would protect the area from r^ldual epntamlmurUi 
that may be 'Niaabed" fron the a3reft. The emergency funds availeble 
to xis under Seetlcn 31l(lt) can only be expended for the e—rgtney 
phase, i.e., spilliiag, of a hazardous waste site eplsod*. 

As to your question about the hardware of the existing treataent 
system, Al Sadth who was the Federal On-Scene Coardinator has aade a 
determination - and the Ooited States Coast Gtiard, Second District, 
haa concurred - that the natal dumpsters, pushing and piping appur­
tenances, and the various treatoeait process iaaterial shoold be glTm 
to the state to facilitate the state's ability to oaintain the treat• 
a a a t sjrtten for whatever useable lifts is reasonable. Consequently, 
this letter will serve as issuing title of said equl^a^it to the 
Conmonwealth of Ksntv&eky. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s / John A. Little 
Deputy Regional Administrator 

Joim C. White 
Bc^sna l Mminis t ra tor 

cc : Ifiilted States Coast Guard 
Second Dis t r i c t 

AlJSmith/fs/lO-26-79/3931 
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C.FRANK HARSCHER, HI 
SECRETARY 

JULIAN M. CARROLL 
GOVERNOR 

COMMONWEALTH O F K E N T U C K Y 

DEPARTMENT FOR NATURAL R E S O U R C E S A N D ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

O F F I C E OF T H E SECRETARY 

FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY 40601 

TELEPHONE (502) S64-33SO 

October 18, 1979 

Mr. John C. White 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region IV 
345 Courtland Street, NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 

Dear Mr. White: 

Mr. Larry Arnett, Coordinator, Special Investigations and Emergency 
Response, recently received a letter from Mr. Al Smith, Federal On-Seen-
Coordinator of Region IV, advising this Department that effective November 1, 
the water treatment system at the A. L, Taylor disposal site would no longer be 
funded under the Clean Water Act. The purpose of this letter is to request 
that U.S. EPA and the Coast Guard reconsider that decision. 

As you are aware, this Department is currently drafting a plan to 
address clean-up of that site. In the meantime, however, approximately five 
thousand (5,000) drums of material remain on the surface of the site and an 
undetermined amount of waste lies buried. With heavy Fall and Winter pre­
cipitation we can expect a continued need for this treatment system to assure 
that discharges of contaminants to Wilson Creek are prevented or kept within 
minimal acceptable limits. It appears unlikely that the property owner will 
accept a financial responsibility for maintaining the treatment system. As 
I have advised you in the past, this Department has no funds authorized for 
the operation or maintenance of treatment systems or for specific clean-up of 
illegal disposal sites. We are approaching a legislative session and both the 
Department and the Governor's Conmission on Hazardous Waste are considering 
ligislative proposals which may address this matter. Never-the-less no specific 
legislative authority or funding could be expected before Spring. 
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A second matter which is not entirely clear to me, is the continued 
ownership of the treatment system at the site beyond November 1, 1979. It is 
my general understanding that neither EPA, nor the Coast Guard intends to 
retain any property interest beyond that date. Assuming that is correct, the 
system would become abandoned and thus the property either of the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky or Mrs. A. L. Taylor as property owner. If this assumption is 
incorrect, please notify me immediately. 

I look forward to your favorable reconsideration of the funding 
operation and maintenance costs of the treatment system. 

F^nk Harscher^ 
'Secretary 

cc: Gene Satterly 
Jack A. Wilson 
J. Rick Jones 



REF: 4E-EE 

September 7, 1979 

Mr. Larry Amett 
Departnnent of Emergency Services 
Frankfort, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Amett: 

This letter is to advise you, effective November 
I, 1979, that the treatment system at the "Valley 
of the Dr\ims" will no longer be funded by Section 
311(k) of the 1977 Clean Water Act. The On-Scene-
Coordinator and the U. S. Coast Guard have deter­
mined that the pollution incident no longer poses 
an "imminent and substanial threat" to the waters 
of the L-TJiiited States. Numerous forms of aquatic 
life have ueen observed in the dsedimentation basiu, 
therefore it is concluded that the previous toxic 
conditions have been abated and the spill incident 
is eiaded. 

If the State of Kentucky anticipates continuing 
operation of tue treatment system, then arrange­
ments should be made before November let, with the 
local power company to continue services, as all 
power service paid for by the U.S. Government 
will cease as of November 1, 1979. 

This action is consistant with our previous dis­
cussions with State representatives both in Atlanta 
and On-Scene in Sheppardsville, 

Sincerely, 

AL J. SMITH 
Federal On-Scene-Coordinator X 

\ 

V. 
. y \ • 
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EU.GENE F. MOONEY 
SecreTarv 

J U L I A N M . C A R R O L L 
Governor 

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

DEPARTMENT FOR NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

DIVISION OF HAZARDOUS MATERIAL AND WASTE MANAGEMENT 
PINE H I L L P L A Z A 

1121 LOUISVILLE ROAD 

FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY 40601 

October 23, 1979 

Louisville Gas and Electric Company 
P.O. Box 3200 
Louisville, Kentucky A0232 

Attention: Mr. Koskins 

Gentlemen: 

As indicated on a copy of the attached letter from Mr. Al J. Smith 
of the Federal Environmental Protection Agency to Mr. Larry Arnett of 
the Department of Emergency Services; the Environmental Protection Agency 
will cease to pay for all services at the Valley of the Drums site as of 
November.:.!, 1979. The Valley of the Drums located at 1211 Letts Lane, 
Brooks, Bullitt County and is currently provided with electrical services 
by Louisville Gas and Electric. The account number for that service.is 
18604690915. 

This is to request that effective November 1, 1979 this service be 
billed to: 

Kentucky Department for Natural Resources 
and Environmental Protection 

Division of Hazardous Material and 
Waste Management 

1121 Louisville Road 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 
ATTENTION: Charles D. Collier 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. If you 
need to contact me or require any further information I am available 
at 502-564-6716 between the hours of 8:00a.m. and 4:30p.m. 

Sincerely, 

larles D./Collier, Chief 
Budget and Finance Coordination 

CDC:tam 

cc Larrj' Arnett 
Robert Koentop 

Attachments 



ŷ . I— '^^ 
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September 7, 1979 SEP 2 11379 

c ; . i M : >cLtkt.k'iL/-/yyx. Mr. Larry A m e t t 
Department of Emergency Services 
Frankfort, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Amett: 

This letter is to advise you, effective November 
I, 1979, that the treatment system at the 'Talley 
of the Drums" will no longer be funded by Section 
311(k) of the 1977 Clean Water Act. Tne Oa-Scene-
Coordinator and the U. S. Coast Guard have deter-
lained that the pollution incident no longer poses 
an "irm*nent and substanial tiî ceat" to the waters 
of, the "JAJPA ĴIPTL States. .Numerous forms of aquatic 
li£.e have been observed in the. dsedimentation basiu, 
therefore it is concluded that the previous toxic 
conditions have been abated and the spill incident 
is ended. 

If the State of Kentucky anticipates continuing 
operation of the treatment system, then arrange­
ments should be made before November 1st, vith the 
local power company to continue services, as all 
power service paid for by the U.S. Govemment 
will cease as of November 1, 1979. 

This action is ct5:nsistant vrith our previous dis­
cussions "with State representatives both in Atlanta 
and On-Scene in Sheppardsville. 

Sincerely, 

AL J. SMITH 
Federal On-Scene-Coordinator 

AJSMITH:LFGLASS:9/7/79 :X3931 
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